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Welcome 
All are welcome at Bolton Priory!  We hope that you feel at home in this 
community of Christians.   
 

Who we are 
Bolton Priory is in the Church of England Diocese of Leeds, but we are ecumenical 
in spirit and welcome you from whatever tradition you come. The Priory is more 
than a building. It is a Christian community committed to welcome, worship, and 
witness, gathered around Christ in prayer, and seeking to live well with God. Our 
doors are open every day, and our work and worship continue through the year. 
Wherever you are from, and for however long you are with us, this is your church 
and you are very welcome. 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 
08.00 Holy Communion 
 The Revd Bob Mitchell 
10.30  Sung Eucharist 
 The Revd Barry Overend 
 

 

Coffee 
If you are new to the Priory please stay for a cup of coffee or tea after the 
10.30 service so that we have a chance to get to know you.  Follow the crowd 
to the Boyle Room. 
 

Gluten free wafers 
If you wish to receive a gluten-free wafer at Communion please indicate this at 
the Communion Rail. 

 
 
 
 
 

16 December to 
23 December 2018 
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Second Sunday of Advent 
 
Introit   In God’s word will I rejoice - Purcell 
 
Hymns  
Processional  26 
Gradual   359 
Offertory    609 
Final    58 
 
Communion Music Rejoice in the Lord alway – Anon/Redford 
    Advent Message - How  
    Strengthen for service – J S Bach 
 

Organist    Tim Raymond 
 
Preacher     The Revd Barry Overend 
 
Sidesmen Today 
Keith and Ann Simpson, Christine Windle, Adrianne Thomson 
 
Please Pray For 
Edwyn Joseph 
 

Please remember the Church Wardens and PCC in your prayers during the 
interregnum. 
 
Anniversary of Death 
Eric Nelson (2016), Colin Sutcliffe (2015), Maurice Slaughter (2012),  
Pam Saunders (2009), Wilf Palliser (2009), Eric Johnson (2001) 
 
 
 
 

The Collect for the Third Sunday in Advent 
O LORD Jesu Christ, who at thy first coming didst send thy messenger to 
prepare thy way before thee: Grant that the ministers and stewards of thy 
mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready thy way, by turning the 
hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at thy second 
coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in thy 
sight, who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one 
God, world without end. Amen. 
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The Epistle: Philippians 4.4-7 
 

Reader: Rosemary Murgatroyd 
 

 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
 

The Gospel: Luke 3. 7-18  
 

 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of 
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our 
ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’ 
 And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to 
them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and 
whoever has food must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, 
and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no 
more than the amount prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, 
what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by 
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’ 
 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all 
of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful 
than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to 
clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff 
he will burn with unquenchable fire.’   So, with many other exhortations, he 
proclaimed the good news to the people. 
 
After the Gospel is announced we all respond: 
Glory be to thee O Lord 
 

At the end of the Gospel:  
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
 

Praise be to thee O Christ 
 
The service continues with the Creed on page 7 of the service booklet  
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Notices 
  
The New Rector 
The Reverend Nicholas Mercer will become the next Rector of the Priory 
Church of St Mary and St Cuthbert, Bolton Abbey, in Spring 2019.  He is 
currently the Rector of the Falkland Islands, a parish which includes South 
Georgia and the British Antarctic Territories, and is based in Christ Church 
Cathedral, Port Stanley, the southernmost Anglican cathedral in the world. 
Prior to this position he was a Chaplain at Sherborne School, and previously 
served his curacy in Gillingham, Dorset. 
 

Nicholas was born in Yorkshire, graduated with a BD from St Andrews, and has 
subsequently gained LLM and MTh degrees from the universities of Cardiff and 
Oxford respectively. He was admitted as a solicitor in 1990, and in 1991 joined 
the Army Legal Services as a Captain. He served the next twenty years in 
Northern Ireland, Bosnia Herzegovina, Germany, Iraq and Cyprus. His army 
experience included directing and prosecuting Courts-Martial, and he was also 
on the teaching staff of Bielefeld University and the International Institute of 
Humanitarian Law. 
 

He was the Command Legal Advisor for the HQ 1st (UK) Armoured Division 
during the Iraq war in 2003. As a result of his stand against the inhuman and 
degrading treatment of Prisoners of War in Iraq, he was named as the Liberty 
Human Rights Lawyer of the Year 2011-2012. He has lectured extensively on 
the Law of Armed Conflict and Human Rights. Prior to his ordination, he retired 
from the Army with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 
 

Nicholas is married, with three teenage children. His interests include music, 
shooting, fishing, deer and ferrets. 
 

The Institution and Induction Service will take place on Monday 1 April 2019 at 
7pm at Bolton Priory.  Bishop Helen-Ann Hartley will be officiating. 
 

Parochial Church Council Minutes and Agenda 
The minutes of the meeting on 27 November are on the notice board in the 
Tower.  There is a list of names of those on the PCC who you can speak to 
about any matters which have been discussed. 
 

December/January Magazine 
The December/January Magazine is ready for you to collect from the Tower.  As 

well as a most interesting read you will find all the Christmas service times. 
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Thank You 
Our thanks go to Andy and Lucy Carr and Francoise Ainsworth for 
decorating the Priory Christmas tree so beautifully and to the Bolton 
Abbey Estate who kindly donated the tree yet again. 
 
Giving a Helping Hand 
During the next few months we may have funeral services etc for parishioners 
from All Saints, Ilkley.  This is to help them out during the next few months 
whilst they are having extensive renovation done.  They are very grateful to us. 
 

The Priory Christmas Card 
The new Priory Christmas card is now for sale at the back of church, please 
take a look. 
 

Priory Christmas Sales Table 
Do take a look at the variety of Christmas items on the table.  New things keep 
arriving and are put out as soon as possible. 
 

Service of Carols and Readings 
You are invited to a Service of Carols and Readings at The Briery Retreat 
Centre, Ilkley on Wednesday 19 December at 19.30.  The service is followed by 
mince pies and mulled wine and there will be a collection for St Gemma’s 
Hospice.  If you would like to come along please email briery@btconnect.com 
or ring 01943 607287 to book a seat.  
 

Skipton Food Bank 
Items needed regularly are rice pudding, tinned meat and coffee.  At the 
moment they urgently need tinned fish and tinned vegetables.  Please ensure 
your donation is in date.  Skipton Baptist Church operates five mornings a week 
and your contributions are greatly appreciated.  If you would prefer to give 
money instead that is just as useful. Website: skiptonfoodbank.org 
 

Barbara Hobbs 
Barbara has moved, for the time being, to the Abbeyfield Nursing Home in 
Ilkley and will be there over Christmas. 
 

Chris Dale 
Chris has now moved to Edinburgh and her new address is 95/2 Orchard Bare 
Avenue, Edinburgh EH4 2UT.  She is very happy in her new home and wishes all 
her friends at the Priory a very happy Christmas. 

mailto:briery@btconnect.com
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Magazine Distribution, Help Urgently Required!  
We are looking for a volunteer who would be willing to take over the role of 
magazine distributor once a month.  We would be very happy to liaise in the 
hand over period and initially help any willing volunteer. If you think you would 
like to do this and need further information please get in touch with the 
Church Office, 01756 710238 or the Editor, 01943 430654. Further details in 
the December Magazine. 
 

Magazine Back Copies  
I have a complete set, with the exception of one, of back copies of the parish 
magazine from 1993 which I am about to dispose of.   If anyone would like to 
see, or indeed keep, any of these copies please let me know. I came across 
people and events that I had completely forgotten about when I made the 
mistake of delving into one or two (or perhaps nearer twenty back copies)!  
Adrianne Thomson 
 

Baby Basics Project 
Baby Basics aims to support new mothers who are struggling to meet the 
financial and practical burden of looking after a new baby.  Please support this 
church project by contributing to their starter packs. Items needed are clothes 
0-3 months, blankets, towels and Moses baskets.   With thanks, Mary Vineall, 
01756 753013.  Do take a look at the article in the October Magazine. 
Our thanks go to the couple who were married here last year for the wonderful, 
brand new, Moses basket and many baby items which they dropped off earlier 
in the week. 
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Diary for the Week Ahead 
 

Wednesday   
10.00  Holy Communion 

The Revd Rod Geddes  
18.45  Choir Practice 
Thursday 
18.00  The Boyle and Petyt School Carol Service 

 
Services next Sunday 23 December 
Fourth Sunday in Advent  
 
08.00 Holy Communion, The Revd Barry Overend 
10.30  Sung Eucharist, The Revd Barry Overend 
  Preacher  The Revd James Turnbull 
16.30 Service of Lessons and Carol;s 
 

Christmas Services 2018 
 

Thursday 20 December 
18.00  Boyle & Petyt School Carol Service 

 

Sunday 23 December 
     8.00   Holy Communion 
     10.30   Sung Eucharist 
     16.30   Service of Lessons and Carols 

 

Christmas Eve 

Monday 24 December 
     16.00   Christingle 
     23.30   First Eucharist of Christmas 
 

Christmas Day 

Tuesday 25 December 
     8.00   Holy Communion 
     10.00   Festal Eucharist 
 
Please park in the Village Car Park, without charge, and leave parking at the 
Priory for those less mobile. Feel free to drop passengers outside church.  
Bring a torch.  
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Priory Church of St Mary and St Cuthbert 
Bolton Abbey 
SKIPTON BD23 6AL 
01756 710238 
office@boltonpriory.org.uk  
http://www.boltonpriory.church    
https://www.facebook.com/boltonpriory.uk 
 

mailto:office@boltonpriory.org.uk
http://www.boltonpriory.church/
https://www.facebook.com/boltonpriory.uk

